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[PREFACE 


IFE, Pn as it is, would be ue. 
ry tedious without Variety. Up- 
on which Account in all Ages, 
thoſe Perſons that have been ſo 

happy as to help the World to any Jngeni- 
ous and Uſe ful Invention, have, generally 
ſpeaking, receiv'd as a juſt Reward, a 
| 25 . Share of Eſteem ad -. 
Reputation "tis undoubtedly a Tri- 
Bute due from the Publick to their Merit, 
whoſe happy Genius enables them to be of 
ſuch ſingular Service to Mankind, Next to 
Invention may be reckon'd the Perfecting of 
ſomething valuable, which was found out 
before. Mr. Aſgill, in my Opinion, which 1 


nde ſabmit to the 9 of the 


The PREFACE. 
Reader, has eminently deſerv'd upou that 
Account. For tho the Art of Ridicule 
was known even to the Ancients, and has 
been employ d in ſeveral Generations with 
very great Succeſs againſt Good Manners 
and Religion ; yet there was this wanting 
in'it, that it could not be made uſe of but 


by a Man of Parts. This Gentleman has 


made it ſo plain, that a Man of a very 
indifferent Capacity (and the leſs Learning 
fo much the better) may, when he is once 
tet into the Secret, with the greateſt Eaſe 


3 it upon 4 out many 
e 


Subjects and Perſons ; and if he has but 
tbe Sleight of dexteroufly turning his Con- 
fſetence aud Common Senſe the wrong Side 
outward, be may do it upon all. The Bufi- 
nels is this: Connection I take to be the 
Great Rock upon which all the celebrated 
Ancients, which have ſo long impos'd upon 
the World. ( tho' we begin to be a little 
Wiſer now) were ſplit. And muſt be as 
carefully avoided in this way of Writing as 
the Peſiilence ; for it cats the Throat at 


once of all the Deſign. This fingle Pre- 


cept duly taken care of, the reſt will fol- 


ſow by Degrees. For if you do but nam and 
then act 4 Pert Queſtion, by way of Sur- 


Pride 
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The PREFACE. 
prize, and follow it up cloſe with Another ; 
Then ſtitch up all Together at the Bottom 
with a Sentence in the Habit of an Apbo- 
riſm, (and if you can conveniently, let 
that Line be ſhorter than the reſt ) you 

have the Secret, as ſure as ever Van Hel- 
mont had the Philoſopher's Stone. 


There are ſeveral other Modes of Speech, 
which will be great Embelliſhments in their 
proper Places, if they be made uſe of by 
way of Conundrum. Now you are to un- 
derſtand, that no Rules are to be imitated 
in ſuch a ſervile Manner, as if a. Man 
might not Deviate from them upon proper 
Occafions, provided he has a Genius. Tos. 
would think that Poet ſtrangely employ d 
whom you ſhould find Counting the Lines 
of Virgil; and give this Reaſon. for it, 
That he Defign'd to write an Heroick Poem. 
Rules are intended only for Beginners, and 
are ſuppos d to be. reduc d into a Habit by 
| Maſters. But Horace, who ts reported to 
have been a Conſiderable Judge, i ſaid to 
bave been of Opinion, that People that had 
no Capacity could not ſo eaſily judge what 
wa Right, and what dmiſs, as thoſe that 


. « ; 7 


IT Such 
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Such People ought never to venture out 


of the fight of Shore : But if they have 
Condult enough, to keep cloſe to the Rules 
that I have laid down ; tho they may not 
attain ( for that you know depends upon 
Every man's Capacity and Application ) to 
the utmoſt Degree of Perfettion ; Tet they 
will moſt Certainly, in a ſhorter Time than 
can reaſonably be expected, find that I have 
wot impos upon them, and make a very 
Commendable Progreſs. | : 


Beides, there is this peculiar Advantage 
in this way of Writing ; That whereas all 
thofe Authors which propos d to themſelves 
to Write methodically, according to the Old- 


faſhion'd way, were oblig d, after they had 


propoſed any Subjett and rais'd the Ex- 


pettation of the Reader; To maintain the | 
Point they had undertaken, (which ſome- | 
times proved very difficult, and oftentimes 


impoſſible) and give at leaſt ſome ſort of 


ſatisfaction to the Reader; by this New 
Method they may eaſe themſelves of all 
this Trouble, becauſe you are not oblig d to 


conclude any thing at all ; but if Preju- 


dice and Cuſtom ſhould prevail fo far as to 
rn 9 expect 
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expect ſomething lite it, becauſe it is a 
very hard matter to make Men part with 
every thing at once, tho neuer ſo. reaſs- 
unable; yet you may eaſily. ſo manage the 

Matter as to preſerve your own Reputation, 
and at the ſame time ſatisfy them. For 
if they muſt needs have a Concluſion, tis no 
hard matter to make one, tho there is no 
manner of neceſſity that you ſhould give your 
ſelf the trouble to deduce it from the Premi- 

20 ww A WAS 

* There is this further Advantage in it, 
that write what you will, you are ſcarce in 
danger of ever being anſwer d by any Per- 
ſon that hath any thing . elſe to do, (and 
you need not fear thoſe that have not) be- 
cauſe you may ſo entangle all you ſay, that 
if there ſhould by chance be any thing in it, 
it ſhall not be worth any Man's while to find 


», 


Had this Art been known ſome Ages 
fince, tis very probable, that  Multitudes 
of Books, otherwiſe abounding with Wit 
and good Senſe, which have ſuffer d by 


$ hard Fate, and been doom d to more ſer- 


vile Offices than ever they were originally 
defign'd for, might at this very Day have 
| been 
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| been read with Deligbr, and never been 
ont of "the Hands of the Ingenious. But 
fenee what was dem d to our Anceſtors was 


reſerwi for us, we bf "all People in the 


World have the leaf Reaſon 7e conplais. 
For my mn Part, I was fo mightily taken 


trying to mi tate Tm. , 7 am very | ſenſib 

how Port my Copy comes of the Original: 
But it tannot be reaſonably expected, that 
every Man that can Dawb a Sign-Poſt 
ſhould be equal to a Titian or a Van- 
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with it at frſt ght that I could not Lo 81 
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{4 act Kore 
ow the [next that 1 


would go TS ould be 

Writing, if I knew where to | | 
| begin. en: 29% 57 

But tis no gteat Matten. 
The Jews write Backwards. 
The Europeans Forwards. 
The Chineſe —— 


The 
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2 be 3 (as 1 am indem) had 


a way of writing Books that were to - 


* that ſhoule be read: 1. * the E 
he Beginning, I know: no Act of 
—— to the contrary. 


Wherefore waving tlie Manner or Mat- 


aun 


It is moſt certain, that a Max that is 
gel of no Fault ſtands in need of | 10 


Excuſe. VI We! As W. 410 L 


No Man aver yet rotkin'd himſelf an 
Heretick. 
Any more than Pontius Pilate 
euer dreamt of being 
2d © 20 Genplernan: blu 
: d won I li ann 
ge yet it ſeems he is no 
P;late. 
But if Me. Fils „ ſhould have 
<> phage: u ( 8 
20 a © bad 


vet! 
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| "How then? Ee _ 
"Why chen"tis/redfonably'to be fup. 
posd, that — time th bag be 
ö he Would: not Have his Har co 


— ; 95 0 577 n UE fe: 
ceſſity have faild of that-Refpect when 
Jalive, which is now Wa to his Memory 
ſince his Deceaſe. 


| his 


But leaving Mr. Dee oeket this 
_ — he thinks fit; Would — 
think it fair to be e r 

Mr. Pilate had bird him 2 YO 


 Thelieve not. Rag 
{3 t 0477 4 OH, WGVTL 

| Then Ho ty nid te Memory of 
$ 7:/u Chriſt (whom he ſeornfully calls 
his Saviour) with leſs _— than i is 
due to e, ) 
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Which i b Cath a Gentleman. 
B 2 Now 
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Now: if any Man ſhould be ſos 
d, as to think it worth his 

while to break his Neck down Stairs, 
he would (if a Man of | 
excuſe me if I did not follow 
Ex mple. | ets wall 


And 1 if I ſhould) 

think the, Chriſtian Religion neceſſary to 
be believ'd in order to my Happineſs in 
a Future State; he could not blame me 
if I would not be dad for the * 9 
the Company. | 


"Becauſe whats are enouf 
to go along with him. 
"ge that we want them here. 


But if a Man has any Company | 
at all 'tis moſt certain that he is not 


alone. 11534 


. Now no Two Perſons ever went a 
tep together, but it was either b 

Chance, Conſent, or Neceſſity. 

And a Man cannot be damn 1 
by Chance or Neceſſity. 


en rac by Conſent, 
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which be 


0 [ 14 


that, the doing ſomething 
not do, ſures our Dicks 
onaties have not explain'd it. SLE 


And if they had, tis muth to he que- 
ſtion d whether or no it A Laue 
dern underſtood. | 


And if it had t not "FLY i 
EE never been faid at 

For, I believe, that it may * made 
out from Reaſon and Scripture, that 
Language was made to be underſtood. 


"But if any Author; either els 


1 mean 


Weakneſs or Aflectation, ſhould A 
to make a wrong uſe of it: 


1 41 


"why then the Reader i is in 
* the Dark. : 


Na ay, altogether i in as bad + | Condi 


tion as that Corporation, which a cer- 


tain Old Gentleman left a Box of Red- 


Herrings to as a Legacy. 
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Becauſe he wa 
2 * * ſhould make them 


Whether they r fo 


material "Tis moſt Certain ä 
un 


Mr. Mayor, 3s. b re- 
ported, cat the Firſt. | 


But whether with * or not, | | 


is uncertain. 
Now leaving 


4 


his Worſhip to 4 "1 


Red-Herring as he in his Wiſdom ſhould 


think fit, (which does not much be- 
long to us) it does not follow that he 
did it in imitation of the 1 broyl · 


ing their Fiſh. 


But a bocguſe wa was all that 
was to be expected from the Deceas d. 


And when a Thing of that Natare i is 


once determin d, a wiſe Man will be 


content to make uſe. of what he can 
get. . A 


AT ar 
7 | . 


"bet 


TG | (leave. 4 


1 1 
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Now moſt ty "yy; Man 
in got ſomething: 2 
Or elle he muſt ceaſe to be ; Man: 


7 Therefore, as 1 was a ſaying befote 
eren Nen may get ſomething. 
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But when 1 every Man edn _ 
| ſom J would not be underſtood, - 
Jas if a Man could always have what 8 


CO lt. Met 


| Abad moſt mind to. 


; But he that is not ot able to . a 
Gooſe may be e to mne Meal of 
an 8 


J. Tamallo of Opinion int eee 
is a Spoon, tho'jit-bokds no/ mote than 


an Acorn Cup. 1170 0 280 $i! 


But I. ſhould; very. much call that 
1 Gentleman's Conduct in Queſtion; that 
| ſhould run the Riſque of having his 


Head broke for giving a Man the Lye- | 


for calling it a Ladle. . 
7 af M on 2:50) 1 T 10M 
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For the ſame Reaſon why may not a 

1 be Confider'd as a Lela | 
e? 

So then, they might ſet their Horſes | 

together without quarrelling. 
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TIS Egal A fan Old 1 3 
ing Widower ſhould be Fookenough' 7 
to Marry a Young Wench, the former 
Brood might (with the Aſſiſtance of an 
Arch -Lawyer ) haue Golf Noſes put | 
quite out of Joynt. CH BY 


2 bird eh o to Law 0 te- 
dreſs themſelves, [ 

They might poſi 0. 1 vort | 
than re ne. 2 gal 


Not That 1 frock to Adverts th the Gen- 
rlemen 4 that Profeſſion, of which (to 
borrow 
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But becauſe when a — 3 


I eons] 5 its A 1159 _— 


| how can hel help ãt? 
Two 0m 2 „ ton ob vet, 1 0 

No more than any one hau prevent 
4 Man's Faggotting up a Heretick and an 


Atheift e Heir bu 
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be an honeſt Man's Caſe as well as any 74 
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1 Fu, d to cell it... 
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2agveltias'F,> on bobs 


Wear fol or c 2 a 8 
Body elſe knows i ; 


Or if they'do not, it is their own Ml + 
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And tis Impertit 
ask a Man that is buſy, what is a Clock, 
herr ue Himſelf looking upoti Dial 

char alt Pevpbe allow roi go right 


Which tho' it be Trutb; 
the Miſchief of it, ſays my * That 
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| -iK bly ronmeiv d, 8 when 
he ſays ALL OF U$z<that he Meaſures 
all of us by himſelf. d 
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7 Hus have IT male a. faine Khdeuv our 
to write afterthis Inimixãble Autllor. A 
Pam ſenſible that my poor Performa = 
falls as much ſhort of my Great Patre 
as the Flight of a Bat is beneath 
an Eagle. But 1 hope I may be eHeusd, 
conſidering what Helen ſeys in Her Epi- 
ſtle to Pars, ' ITE TO IM 24 ROY 14 al 
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nu: i the Eſſay of my Ueprabti 4 be. 
n Ivy" En vir WOT; 

And ch I have not the Vanity to think 
my ſelf Capable of Copying oh one of 
his Perfections, that is no Rea "why: 
2 Man ſhould not | make an Attempt. 
noi&s | E 2 Had 
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ſek Verſe alter Zone But we find | | 
ah Ages 40d; not 


out the re even ET the Moſt Jugi- F 
cious, And tho', Horace made ſuch 4 


ir was Madneſs in any Man to pretend 
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to Wye with him: Yet ſome Criticks iſ 
are. of, Opision, that 90 Author Ever | 
Fook more pains to do it· chan himſelf; 
have attempted it with better 
. Bor lex the Succeſs be what it 
will the Endeavours of the Learned, or 
pry —.— to be ſo, ought not to 
diſcouraged: Becaaſe it often happen, 
that a Plant ſeemingly unthriſty at firſt,” | 
bons: vp! to be a ry good TR. 
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Now os me ; Leave to pay my Ac: 
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who. has oblig d the Underſtanding Part 

ankind with ſuch an Important 


* 


4 
LEN 


- 4 * 


el 2 * 3 
I bo ay make Þ him as a 
4 leck; Log there is no Rea - 
ſon why et 2 Man 
Virtus f and 


5 Ra formerly attack N 
bo Sh Heart, by thy thy Vitor 


r eee 


« 


ſhould Suffer for his 
Gentlemen 


by ; 
thor, | ave leave to Do an n AQ of Re- 
ſpe, in | which Juſtice and Gratictne are 


"> .F? a 


Ily' concern'd; 085 


11 * e 


* u. Immer n 1 * 


. 


5 1e hou mean . 
s rideſt, 4. 98; 57 2 


Both. F 1 2 


her Fan's le —_— of 


. 3 
71 — \ i147 7 [TY 
| bo, ag 3289 


9 1 


+4 


| Keel 05 
- — undeſerv d Ap- 
2 Kt | 1 tHoglauſa, E 931 0% ien, 54 
. EE 
„ '5 aidworth'ehy whites | nn ; 
be We ing Nbkichs, in 


- Þifl b 1 942 Mart + fg 


5 11 fr 


14 8 142 ae 
| 8 Pi: 13% 
1 2 1 24 True. 


00 will thy V 


ct tie E Kali! . SHY 175 710 2 
0M Combat but Oinnipotence alone. 

i o ed ss i — 
S216 250012810 Ee iel doin i 


25 not in the leaf} queſtion; but T 
have by this time ſufficiently convinc'd 
every; Reader. that hapaoy regard do Re- 
ligion, how eaſy a Matter it is to play 
= .  _thefFool: I mean; liow to pervert all the 

1 Ends of Language, and turn Every thiog, 

both Sacred and Civil; into a Jeft.” Ir 


: were to be wiſh'd, that it were Equally 
1 in Out Power to perſuade the reſt of 
1 | Mankind not to be ſo ſoobd wit 
_ The Cauſe. of the Diſadva 
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in ſome; partly 


from the well-meant Rigor of others, who 


think any thing that hath the leaſt ſha- 
dow of Wit, altogether inconſiſtent with 
the Gravity of the Chriſtian Religion; 
how neceſſary ſoever for its Defence. An 
Adverſary doth not much care which 
Weapon he beats you with ; and will 
moſt certainly have the Advantage, if 
there be any one which you either re- 
fuſe to make uſe of, or do not under- 
ſtand. - Thanks be to God, we do not 
want Arms proper for our Defence ; but 
if we either negle& the Uſe of them, 


or ſuffer them to be hung out of our 


own reach, like a Ruſty Halbert in an 
Ancient Hall: If we be ſometimes in- 
ſulted, we may blame our ſelves. 
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